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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A system for the,nautual transfer of data and information between a utility 
provider and a custome r and ^do e vorao , ond svhoroin said system inolud e o including a-means for 
transmitting infonnation between the utility provider and the premises of the customer or uaor 
and gold information is vi e wabl e ond/or rottiovobl o , display means in the premises of the 
ttsefcustomer^ and via a supplied morator, home oomputor, tolovigion or any other dioplajf and 
said ouatom e r or ugor io oopabl e of responding via a k e yboard or othor selection means te 
easWeenabling the customer or us e r - t o select a response to the infonnation received and said 
response including a control signal enabling the customer to c ontrol the provision and/or usag e 
of sftida utility from the premises of the user. 

2. (currently amended) A system according to claim 1 wherein the infonnation wfaioh i s -received 
by the apporatus customer is provided by the utility provider to the customer or uoer and relates to 
the metering of the consumption of the utility o r a plurality of utilities. 

3. (currently amended) A system according to claim 1 whoroin tho further comprising a selection 
means tnet^de sinoluding a p e ri e p of buttona which allow pluralitv of kevs enabling the customer 
or u se r t o execute conmiands and responses to the mformation receive d from the utility provider . 

4. (currently amended) A system according to claim 1 wherein the customer 03Kfc5^<ibteins entry 
to the system by the introduction of a coded input 

5. (cunently amended) A system according to claim 1 wherein the customer or us e r oon 
selectively opemte oontrol operates said selection means for the controlled utility within the 
premises. 

6. (cunently amended) A system according to claim 1 wherein the displayjneaas is provided as 
part of_a utility consumption metering apparatus in the premises. 

7. (currently amended) A system according to claim 1 wherein information transmitted from the 
customer or uo e r t o the utility provider inchides data relating to metering of the use of at least 
one utility in the premises, said system allowin g enabling the reading and logging of information 
from aB- v or a oombination o f at lea^ one metering apparatus in the premises so - as t o provide a 
record of utiUty usage in any given time period to the utility provider. 
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8. (currently amended) A system according to claim 7 wherein the information is accessible by 
the customer or uflor who ean - th e n ^ on the basis of information received from the utility provider, 
sefid sends a command or soloction t o one of a faage plurality of utility providers via the system to 
select to receive said utility fix>m a selecte d utility provider. 

9. (currently amended) A system for metering the use of a plurality of utilities in a premises in 
which the system aBewa enables the reading and logging of information from oil, or a 
combination o f at least one metering apparatus in the premises qq oo t o t)rovid e. to a utihtv 
provider, a recor d, as utility usage profiles, of utility usage in any given time period, ao utiliti' 
usag e profil es r - ond said information i sbeinp accessible by Aea user via a monitor, homo 
comput e r, - t e le^aaion or other display means > said system including conmiunication means te 
allo wnablin^ said user to selectively transmit fee-data via the communication means and receive 
communication from one or more utility providers^ and/e rand further enabling said user, on the 
basis of information received from the one or more u tility provid e r providers, to send a command 
or s e l e ction v ia said communication means t o one of a raiRg epluralitv of utility providers to 
designat e said user to receive said utility from a selected utility provider and wherein at least 
some of the information from th e selected utility provider is generated by th e selected utility 
provider on the basis of the utility usage profiles transmitted by the user to the utility provider. 

10. (original) A system according to claim 9 wherein the utilities of water, gas, electricity, 
heating and any other utility which uses a supply or can be charged on a time basis is monitored. 

11. (original) A system according to claim 9 wherein the monitoring data of the usage of the 
utility or utilities is obtained at pre-designated time intervals of usage of the utility. 

12» (original) A system according to claim 9 wherein on the basis of the monitoring of the usage 
of utihties, at least one profile of usage is generated for usage of each utility to allow subsequent 
setting of utility usage and supply. 

13. (original) A system according to claim 9 wherein utility usage data is allocated to the usage 
of apparatus within the premises. 

14. (original) A system according to claim 13 wherein the usage of a plurality of utilities over the 
same time period is allocated to the usage of specified 25>paratus within the premises. 
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I 15. (cancelled) 

16. (previously presented) A system accoiding to claim 9 wherein the information received by 
the apparatus is provided by the utility provider to the user and relates to the utility usage profile 
information previously transmitted to the utility provider by the user. 
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